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I. Introduction.

The Chicago Council of Lawyers (the “Council™) is a public interest bar association
which has been dedicated to bringing about an exemplary legal system for over 30 years.
Throughout its history, the Council has evaluated federal judges who sit in Chicago. These past
evaluations include an evaluation of the judges sitting on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Seventh Circuit (1994), evaluations of the U.S. District Court Judges sitting in Chicago (1972,
1976, 1991, and 2006), an evaluation of the Senior U. S. District Court Judges sitting in Chicago
(2007), and an evaluation of the U.S. Bankruptcy Judges sitting in Chicago (1992). The Council
has also evaluated various candidates for the federal bench.

The Council’s federal judicial evaluations are motivated by a desire to improve the
quality of justice in Chicago by providing honest feedback to the judges themselves and to the
public officials who will be making future judicial selections.

This evaluation reflects the candid views of the active federal court lawyers in Chicago.
In conducting the evaluation, the Council created a non-partisan, non-ideological process
designed to accurately capture the bar’s views and present them in a synthesized, readable
format. While this evaluation is no doubt imperfect, it is the product of over a year’s work by a
group of more than 30 lawyers, and incorporates views expressed by approximately 500 active
federal court lawyers in Chicago.

II. Methodology.

The evaluation process began with the Council’s formation of a Federal Judicial
Evaluation Committee which, in turn, created a multi-faceted evaluation process with a variety
of built-in checks and balances intended to strip the process of partisanship, ideology, or personal
bias.’

! There are presently 11 United States magistrate judges in the United States District Court for the Northern
District of Illinois. However, Judge P. Michael Mahoney, who sits in Rockford, Illinois, was excluded from this
evaluation because he does not sit in Chicago. In addition, judge Susan E. Cox was not evaluated because she did
not become a magistrate judge until the Summer of 2007.

? The Committee which prepared this report was co-chaired by Michael W. Early (Chicago Underwriting
Group, Inc.) and Peter A. Steinmeyer (Epstein Becker & Green, P.C.). Committee Members included Malcolm Rich
(the Executive Director of the Chicago Council of Lawyers), Armando Carlo III (The Boeing Company), Patricia
Bronte (Jenner & Block), Adam Goodman (Goodman Law Offices LLC), Robert Greenspoon (Flachsbart &
Greenspoon, LLC), Gregory Mayer (Hollister Incorporated), Paul W. Mollica (Meites, Mulder, Mollica & Glink),
Rachel Niewoehner (Sidley Austin LLP), Keith Spielfogel (Law Office of Keith Spielfogel), Jake Schmidt (Epstein
Becker & Green, P.C.), and David E. Schoenfeld (Grippo & Elden).
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V. Conclusion.
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12. Catch-all.
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Chicag‘o

Dear Lawyer:

Very truly yours,

Michael W. Early Peter A. Steinmeyer
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